
Joaquin G. Avila
Mr. Avila, a voting rights attorney in private practice, has dedicated his entire twenty-eight year legal career 
to voting rights litigation. In particular, his voting rights work helps to ensure that elections are more fair and
equitable and include the poor. Mr. Avila’s unflagging commitment to ensuring that political representation
reflects changing demographics and an expanded role for historically poor populations and minorities is
especially significant in 2001, a year of major national districting following the 2000 Census that influences
future resource allocations for all Americans. 

The effects of his work have positively impacted thousands of Californians and millions of Americans both
directly and indirectly. He has handled more than 60 voting rights cases and has successfully testified in
Congress to help get the Voting Rights Act passed. Mr. Avila’s expertise is especially integral in MALDEF’s 
(the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund) redistricting efforts to ensure that the voting
power of minority and poor voters in the United States are maximized. 

Prior to private practice in federal courts voting rights litigation, Mr. Avila was a professor at University of
California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of Law, where he taught voting rights litigation to second and third 
year law students. In the early 1980’s he directed MALDEF, a major national Hispanic civil rights advocacy
organization. His steadfast determination has lead to his designation as a John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation Fellow and as a Benito Juarez and Abraham Lincoln Award Recipient by the Hispanic National Bar
Association. Most recently, Joquin Avila was recognized by the Vanguard Public Foundation’s Social Justice
Sabbatical in honor of his current work in the voting rights area.

The Loren Miller Legal Services Award was created in 1977 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the State Bar 
of California. The Award is given annually and honors an attorney who has demonstrated long-term commitment 
to legal services and who has personally done significant work in extending legal services to the poor.
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